
Dear DHS Family, 
 
 
We are down to the home stretch. Our fourth quarter is 
now underway, so we are well on our way to completing the 
2021-22 school year, our first full year back to in person 
learning. Report cards were sent home with students on 
March 23rd, so every student knows where they stand 
academically. It is extremely important that we concen-
trate on ending the school year on a positive note. Work-
Keys testing for all third year students and seniors who 
did not take the test last year or would like to better 
their scores for certain sections will take place on next 
Tuesday, April 5th. All other students will remain at home 
for an e-learning day, so please make sure that you com-
plete your assignments. 
 
Parents, it is important that you are communicating with 
your child’s teachers to ensure that they are making ade-
quate progress toward successful course completion. If 
your student is in trouble academically and/or behavior-
ally, please work with the teacher(s) to help get them back 
on track. It takes a village to ensure the success of our 
children, so please help us to help them be successful. 
Prom will be held on next Friday from 8:00 p.m.– 11:00 p.m. 
at the South of the Border Convention Center. We look 
forward to seeing our students dressed in their finest 
attire and having a good time. We also look forward to 
each of them being on their best behavior. Spring Break 
will be the following week, so we are looking forward to 
our students and faculty getting a well-deserved break to 
rest and recharge for the two months that we have left in 
this school year. 
 
 At Dillon High School, we will continue to work hard every 
day to ensure that we are meeting the needs of ALL stu-
dents. Seniors, please be mindful about your attendance 
and grades. This is the perfect time for you to have those 
important conversations with your teachers, especially if 
you know that you are in danger of not meeting the gradu-
ation requirements. We will all work to help you as much as 
we can, but the initiative and determination to do whatev-
er it takes to walk across the stage at graduation has to 
come from you. 
 

A special thanks to all my staff for continuing to 
work hard every day despite the many challenges 
this year has presented. I would like to wish every-
one a happy and safe Spring Break. We still have a 
lot to accomplish once everyone returns, but it will 
take the whole team working collaboratively to help 
create the best outcomes for our students. At Dillon 
High School, we will always believe that every child 
has the ability to learn and grow academically, social-
ly, and emotionally. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Timothy P. Gibbs 

 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

 

“The function of education is to teach 
one to think intensively and to think crit-
ically. Intelligence plus character-that is 
the goal of true education”. 

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School  

  Reminder to Parents About DHS’ 
Title I Program...What is Title I? 
Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act provides finan-
cial assistance to state and local 
educational agencies to meet the 
needs of educationally deprived, at-
risk children.  The goal of Title I is to 
provide instructional services and 
activities to meet the needs of disad-
vantaged children identified as failing 
or most at risk of failing the state’s 
challenging performance goals. 
What will Title I do for your child? 
The Title I program will provide your child 
with extra educational assistance beyond 
the regular classroom. 

Title I programs generally offer: 

 Smaller classes or special 
instructional spaces 

 Additional teachers and aides 

 Opportunities for professional 
development for school staff 

 Extra time for teaching Title I 
students the skills they need. 

 A variety of supplementary 
teaching methods. 

 An individualized program for 
students 

 Additional teaching materials 
which supplement their regular 
instruction 
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Calendar of Events 

April’s Events 
04/05– WorkKeys Testing 
04/11-04/15– Spring Break 
04/17-Easter Sunday 
04/22-Last Blood Drive for the 21-22 School Year 
04/25-SIC/Title I Planning Team/MTSS Meeting 
04/26– Progress Reports 
 

Additional Academic Assistance 
 

Students, you have additional academic interven-
tions in place to ensure that you are on a clear path 
to graduation. After school academic recovery is 
held every Monday and Wednesday from 3:30 to 
4:30...Mr. Robinson (Science) & Mr. Thuita 
(Math)- Lab 131, Mrs. Swaby-Douglas (English) 
Lab 119  and Mr. Smith (Social Studies) Lab 117 
 

You also have after school academic assis-
tance with your content area teachers at least 
once a week and five retakes (per nine weeks) 
 
*TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOUR  RESOURCES! 

Title I School 

Where “Excellence is Essential” 

Timothy P. Gibbs, Principal 



  

Mr. Simmons Talks Physics 
 Physics is the study of energy and motion.  It is thus capable of explaining all types of 
phenomena from the interactions of the so-called “God particle” to the motion of stars.  
However, such topics are not as accessible in the classroom.  We have to limit ourselves to 
practical applications.  We discuss the motion of cars, planes, and projectiles.  We can pre-
dict, quite accurately, what happens to a football that is thrown 20 yards down the field to a 
wide receiver.  The same method allows us to determine the motion of more complex sys-
tem such as a rocket.  Despite what you might have heard, rocket physics is not that hard.   

 Rocket physics, as the name implies, is the description of what happens to a rocket as 
it flies from where it is launched to its target.  The same physics applies whether the rocket 
is only going a few hundred feet up or to the moon.  Physics allows us to determine where 
the rocket will be at any given time as well as how far it will travel in that time interval.   

 This is the same sort of thing that we do in my Physics class.  We made some rockets 
from scratch, and we used the equations of motion to predict how high they flew.  We later 
compared our calculated heights with those from our altimeter.   

 

 

Physical Science also incorporates physics.  It is something of a primer for physics 
and chemistry.  Students do not get to shoot rockets in Physical Science, but they do learn 
about one of the most fundamental things in all of physics and chemistry, the atom.   

We talk about protons, neutrons, and electrons, the basic constituents of atoms.  How-
ever, we also get to talk about more practical things such as radiation, which affects us all.  
We discuss the amount of radiation in the environment from things such as bananas to cell-

phones and MRIs.  Most people are unaware that they eat radioactive bananas and collard 
greens, and we do not like to think of cellphones as radioactive, but without radiation they 
could not connect to the network.  We also learn how radiation is used in medicine to treat 
and diagnose diseases as well as how nuclear reactors work and the dangers of nuclear melt-

downs and nuclear fallout. 



What’s Happening in Mr.Thuita’s  
 Algebra Classes… 

In Mr. Thuita’s classroom, students continue to work towards 
math concept mastery. One strategy I am using to help students in 
this endeavor is giving them multiple chances to work or practice on 
concepts learned. As students complete their classwork and/ or oth-
er practice activities (from school and at home), they are being 
availed plentiful of opportunities to work and practice with new skills, 
thus giving them unlimited exposure to concepts. For most of the 
work we do, my students more than likely have a chance to practice 
with a concept multiple times. As they do this, I tell my students 
that they can get the best grade they want. I am convinced that this 
strategy, being as helpful as it should be, is well rooted in the saying: 
“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand.” 
My main interest in all these is concept mastery. As students contin-
ue to meticulously indulge into this practice, it is hoped that they will 
become more proficient in math and can consequently use this oppor-
tunity to improve their grades. My humble appeal to parents is this: 
Please stand behind your child and get to know the extent to which 
he/she is utilizing this wonderful opportunity to learn. There is defi-
nitely no reason why our children should not excel.  

Mrs. Silva’s Students Learned How to Describe people in 
Spanish 

 

In my classes for two weeks in March, my students are worked on the topic 
“Describing people”. I gave them a vocabulary list of the adjectives they could 
use to describe people in Spanish by appearance or personality.  I also taught 
them through gestures, so I could stimulate interest in the lesson. One of the 
activities was—I had pictures of famous people who appealed to the students. 
These people were actors, actresses, singers, rappers and so on; Students 
were given a list of adjectives that both described those celebrities physically 
as well as their personality. The students would match the adjectives with the 
famous person whom it described.  

Another activity was playing scavenger hunters. The students walked around 
the classroom with a paper with some questions and they looked at the posted 
information on the walls for the answers.  Questions were in English, but the 
cards with the information were in Spanish, so students had to use their back-
ground knowledge to complete the task. 



Do It Yourself (D.I.Y.) in Sociology 

Miss Owens’ Students Create their own Societies 

 Miss Owens’s sociology classes have been working hard creating 
their own “perfect” society; What they say, goes! For the past few 
weeks, the class has been learning about social institutions, statuses, 
and roles by asking and answering self-reflective questions such as 
“What are you?” and “What do your role models do that make them 
your role models?”. These questions have led students down the road of 
self-awareness and this week’s assignment has been the perfect vessel 
of exploration! In this D.I.Y Society assignment students have been 
asked to create everything from the society’s name to its government, 
and even the holidays! After completing the brainstorming phase each 
student will be creating a travel brochure that will be displayed on the 
classroom walls for everyone to get a glimpse of what perfect looks like 
to those closest to them. 

DHS WELCOMES BACK  

 
OUR BELOVED BAND  

DIRECTOR, MR. ADRIAN WRIGHT, 

WE ARE SO GLAD TO HAVE YOU 
BACK!!!  

WE MISSED YOU... 
 

 



Dillon District Four: no cellphones or other devices during school day 
 
According to the Dillon District Four’s Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices in 
School (Policy JICJ) is simple: cellphones or other devices cannot be used or activated during the 
school day. Other devices may include pagers, walkie-talkies, or other telecommunication devic-
es that emit an audible signal, vibrate, or display a message. 
 
Students are permitted to use cellphones after regular school hours and during extracurricular 
activities. 
 
The policy also states that the district will make an exception for documented medical reason 
and when a student aged 18 or older is an active member of a volunteer firefighting organization 
or volunteer emergency service organization. 
 
The district specifically bans the use of camera devices to violate the privacy of a student or staff 
member. 
 
The Student Discipline Code Book lays out punishments that students will be subject to in the 
case of a violation. 
 
Level I-G the student possesses the device and it will be confiscated and submitted to the Office. 
 
Level II-B offense is when the student uses the device for photos/videos/audio during the school 
day. 
 
First Time offense is three days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required for 
reinstatement 
 
Second Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement. 
 
Third Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and pending administrative hearing. 
 
Please refer to pages 8 and 10 in the Student Discipline Code Book. 
 

 



Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to provide every student with the academic, creative 
problem-solving, and social-emotional skills needed to be successful in college and career. 

 

Vision 

The vision of Dillon High School is to empower students with the skills to be socially and 
emotionally responsible, successful, and highly motivated. 

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 


